





... for the restoration of the New Testament Creed or Confession of Faith . . . ‘Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God.’

e ... for the restoration of the two ordinances of Christianity, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, to
their original place and meaning . . .
e ... for the restoration of the New Testament method of evangelization through the simple

preaching of the Gospel of Christ, and the baptizing of penitent believers who signify their
willingness to confess the Lord Jesus and to walk in obedience to His commandments . . .

e ... forthe organization of baptized believers into local congregations or churches, which
have the right of self-government in all matters that pertain to their local welfare . . .

e ... for the manifestation of the spirit of unity by cooperating with other followers of Christ . .

e ... for the world-wide prevalence of the gospel, to which Christian union looks at itsend . . .

e ... for that continuous growth in grace, and in the knowledge of the truth, which has for its

only limit the complete transformation of all who believe on Christ into the perfect likeness of
their divine Lord . . .”

I was struck by the singular summation. “In this Centennial year we shall best honor these illustrious men [such
as Thomas Campbell and others] by contending earnestly for the very thing for which they contended. The unity
of all believers . . . On a basis of Holy Scripture . . .To the end that the world may be evangelized.”

I cannot improve upon that. I can only say that in this bicentennial year of the Declaration & Address that we
shall best honor our heritage by returning to those same principles and with equal passion proclaim them: the
unity of all believers, based on the Word of God, that the world might be won. In so doing we will be honoring
that poignant prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ who, 2,000 years ago, lifted up His eyes to heaven and prayed to
His Father. “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word . . . that
they all may be one . . . that the world may believe”

May God bless this Celebration of Restoration!

Victor Knowles is founder and president of POEM (Peace on Earth Ministries), Post Office Box 275, Joplin,
MO 64802-0275. www.poeministries.org
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